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(c) Copyright 1988 TAIG Published 
monthly by the Twin Cities Atari Interest 
Group (TAIG), which is an independant 
organization with no business affiliation 
with Atari Corporation. Permission to 
reprint material contained in this newslet- 
ter is hereby granted to any similar 
organization with which TAIG exchanges 
newsletters, providing the author and 
TAIG are given full credit. Opinions 
expressed within are those of the authors 
and not necessarily the opinions of the 
officers or members of TAIG. 


If you represent another Atari users 
group that wishes to exchange newslet- 
ters, please mail a copy of your newslet- 
ter to TAIG. 

Articles should be submitted in standard 
text files such as Atari Writer, 
SpeedScript, Word Writer etc. Please 
save files in ASCII with NO text 
formatting codes. You can send the 
article to TAIG, drop it off at a meeting 
or upload it to the BBS. 

Any storage media will be returned at the 
next meeting or mailed to you. 
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BBT ffe VU — NLQ Bl 

fer th« Atari Mf1M881 printer 

reviewed by Jim Johnson 

Terry Ortman of STARFLEET SOFTWARE 
has been busy the past five months. 
You may recall my positive review of 
Atari-NLQ and Atari-MAGIC! in an 
earlier issue of this newsletter. 
Well, that software is now in my 

archive collection. If you own 

Atari's XMM801 printer, buy Atari-NLQ 
II. The programs on this disk 

comprise the best utilities I have 
ever used with my XMM801. 

You have likely heard of Bainy-Dote 
A, a set of four programs placed in 
the public domain by Roy Goldman which 
perform miracles with Epson printers. 
According to Ortman, Atari-NLQ II is 
based on Daisy-Dots II, but is not a 
simple modification to support the 
XMM801 The code contains routines 
written to maximize output quality on 
the XMM80L Atari-NLQ II is 

copyrighted, and NOT in the pubic 
domain. Although most documents can 
be printed by either Daisy-Dots II or 
Atari-NLQ II and their corresponding 
printers with similar results, the 

software is otherwise incompatible. 

Atari-NLQ II is also comprised of 
four programs which are included on 


the disk, along 

with 

numerous 

fonts 

and close to 

30 

pages of 

user 

printed 

documentation. 


I 

guarantee 

the 

documentation 

to 

be 

the 

best 

looking 

documentation 

you 

will 

ever 

print 

from 

a disk. 

The 

quality 

of 

the 


documentation is also a significant 

improvement over prior releases. 

The disk is not copy protected, 

although the one BASIC program is LIST 
protected. The progr am s will run 

under almost any DOS, from floppy, 
hard, or RAM disk, using any Atari 

8-bit with at least ^8K of RAM. With 

the except of a two sector 
configuration file, all the files can 

be on any drive, or subdirectory. 
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As in Daisy-Dots II, three programs 

comprise Atari-NLQ II: the Print 

Processor, the Font Editor, and Font 

Utilities. These programs are 

compiled from C code with machine 

language routines. Also included is 

Magnify, a BASIC program which either 

pre-processes picture files for use in 
Atari-NLQ II, or prints pictures in 
any size up to 95 feet by K)0 feet (If 
your printer doesn't burn out long 
before the 66 days and 17,920 sheets 
of paper it requires!). 

The Print Processor is the program 
that creates such magnificent output 
from an eight pin dot matrix printer. 

Basic print formatting, initial font 
type and selected pages to print are 

controlled from a menu. The menu 

duplicates functions provided by 

Atari-NLQ (I), and has some 
significant additions. The ability to 

select all pages, a range of pages, or 

odd/even page printing is a terrific 
boon to productivity. The odd/even 

capability enables such possibilities 
as two sided printing with a book 
binding edge, or multiple column 
printing. 

Advanced print formatting is 

achieved through imbedded text 

commands; which is both the power and 
one of the weaknesses of this 
software. The text of a document is 
created with a word processor capable 
of "printing" to a disk file. This 

printed text is then reloaded into the 
word processor and Atari-MLQ II 
formatting commands added. Depending 


on how 

sophisticated the 

final 

output 

needs to 

be 

and the size 

of the 

document, 

this 

could take 

quite 

a bit 

of time. 





However, 

if 

sophistication 

is 

what 

you need, 

you won't be 

disappointed. 

Indeed, it 

is 

tempting to 

use 

effects 


just because they are avertable, not 
because they add something to the 
final output. It is possible to 

control where text is placed; the font 



used and spacing for EACH character, 
plus underlining and character 

density. It doesn't matter whether 

you chose block right, left, both 

(full justification) or centered, 

spacing is always proportional, unless 

a non-proportional font is 

specifically used. Atari-NLQ II also 

alows files to be sent verbatim to 

the printer anywhere between text 

lines. This means pictures, graphs, 

or even standard draft quality text 

can be printed inside documents. If 
your document is larger than your word 
processor can handle at one time, it 

is easy to chain files together into a 
seamless unity. 

The second weakness of the Print 

Processor is also linked to time. The 
disk based documentation takes a good 

couple hours to print. Each double 

density line is printed in two passes 
of the print head in high density (960 

dots per line) graphics mode. In 

other words, each ine requires a 

little less than 2,000 bytes of 
computer output. Bold double density 

lines require four passes. The XMM801 

is a serial printer and only has an 80 


byte internal 

buffer 

(which 

is 

why 

bi-directional 

draft 

printing 

is 

only 

supported at 

10 cpi). 

When 

you 

print 

a document 

with Atari-NLQ 

II. 

find 

something else 

to do 

for awhile. 

Your 


computer wiH be busy spoon feeding 
your printer. 

Several fonts come with the 
software. If you bought Atari— NLQ (I) 

and/or Atari-MAGIC!, the NLQ fonts on 

those disks are also compatible. 
Between the three disks, 29 different 
fonts are available. Daisy-Dots fonts 

are not compatible. If this is 

insufficient, two font programs are 

included. The Font Editor allows you 

to create and edit custom NLQ fonts. 

Although easy to use, I'm not much of 
an artist and would likely not use 
this program very much for original 
designs. On the other hand, the Font 
Vtmtioo is perfect for me. This 

program can convert any one of the 


hundreds of standard nine sector Atari 
fonts to NLQ non-proportional format. 
The font can be made proportional 

using the Font Editor to strip the 

excess space from the sides of each 
character. The Font Utility can also 

take any NLQ font and create an 

italicized version. 

Negnife is the fourth program on the 
disk. This program will also be on an 

upcoming XMM801 Utilities *4 disk. 
XMM801 owners who love printed 
graphics, but aren't into word 

processing wti still find this BASIC 
program useful. AH picture files 

must be in standard 62 sector format. 
Koala or other picture compression 

formats are not supported. (Several 

graphics file format converters have 

been published, so this isn't a major 

problem.) Graphics modes 7, 7+, 8, 

and 9 are supported. Modes 7 and 7 + 

are printed in up to four shades or as 
a mode 8 picture; mode 8 is printed 
exactly as displayed; and mode 9 is 
printed with up to 16 patterned 

shades. 


Magnify supports size control (up to 

the ridiculous example mentioned 

earlier); low or high density; normal 

or inverse shading; horizontal or 
vertical orientation; and for small 

pictures, left, right, or centered 

output. It also reports how many 
sheets of paper wiR be required, and 

the nominal printing time. It has a 
pause feature to change ribbons, or 

allow the printer to cool down in the 
middle of large pictures. Printing 

can also be aborted without kiling 

the program. 


Graphics are placed in Atari-NLQ II 
documents using the print-to-file 
option and the appropriate imbeddeded 
print command. Keep in mind that 

pictures printed to a disk file are 

BIG. Expect roughly one single 

density disk for each full page. With 
careful planning, and a fair chunk of 

time, Atari-M-Q II can give the XMM801 
owner output rivaling, if not quite 
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Many cartridges have bees released Tor the ATARI IEGS. anong the 
new ones : FOOD FI6HT and 6AT0. SUMMER GAMES is still being promised 
by Epyx and WINTER GAMES is supposed to Tot Ion. CALIFORNIA 6AHES was 
released Tor the ATARI ST as well as Tor the 26**. IT you are 
interested in getting WINTER 6AMES and CALIFORNIA 6AMES released Tor 
the ATARI 6-BIT write to: 

PRESIDENT 
Epyx. Inc. 

Ell Ba l vest oi Drive 
P.O. Box B#2* 

Redwood City. CA 
34*63 


1 have heard that Global Coaaander has been released by DataSoTt 
Tor the ATARI 8-BITs but I have ao contiraation on this. Four new 
titles have been released by DataSoTt. to ay knowledge none oT these 
are Tor the B-BIT but all of these are Tor the ST. IT interested 

write to : 

PRESIDENT 
DatasoTt. Inc. 

19BIB NordhoTT Place 
Chatsworth. CA 
91311 


TAIG sells quality double sided disks 
■full o-f Public Domain programs to any 
ATARI member who is interested. These 
disks are called DOlis which is short -for 
Q.isk Q.'f the tlonth. Each month a new DOM 
is assembled by our Disk Librarian Greg 
Gibbons. You can purchase any o-f the 
many disks we have by mail -for only $6 
per disk plus $1 to cover postage costs. 
This price is quite small compared to the 
time put into the making and the many 
programs on the disk. For a FREE listing 

o-f the TAIG DOMs available -for purchase, 
send your name and address to* 

DOM LIBRARIAN 
C/O TAIG 
P.O. Box 26128 
Minneapol is. MN 
55426 

You can also see the latest monthly DOI* 
"live" at each TAIG meeting. I-f you are 
looking -for quality programs to add tc 
your library. 

DON'T DELAY 
WRITE TODAY! ! 


Uell. that's all 1 could find, please give 
if you find out southing new. please alert >e. 

Nathan Block 


a hand with this. 


. ■ 
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^vlTAIG’s BBS 

o oei the latest info eon' 
erninQ TAI6 and Atari 
onputers, call the 
AI6BBS at 425-2533. The 
IBS runs 24. hours. 
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Highway 100 



TAIG holds it’s 
monthly meetings at 
the St. Louis Park 
Recreation Center, 
which is located at 
5005 West 36th 
Street in St. Louis 
Park. 3/4 mile east 
of highway 100 on 
west 36th, behind 
Byerly’s. 


Twin Cities Atari Interest Group 
PO Box 26128 
Minneapolis, Mn. 55426 
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